THE ENEMY WITHIN

of the main body to Clemenceau at the time when he was forced
into office, and the refusal of Socialists to accept portfolios
in his Cabinet, when the cause of the Allies was at its lowest
point, from November, 1917, to July, 1918, looked to outsiders
a miserable policy for the party, not to be explained by the
devotion of its members to MM. Malvy and Caillaux.* Personal
malevolence and political pusillanimity together were the
imputations made against those who thus declined to serve
France in her utmost need. Happily for. Europe, their strength
was not equal to their ill-will, and Clemenceau, after his first
month of power, was able to treat them as a negligible quantity.
So they remain to-day. A very great opportunity of serving
the workers of their country has been missed: that the
bitterest enemy of France and of freedom has not been
greatly helped in her war for universal domination is no fault
of theirs.

During the first three years and more of the war, however, a
conspiracy was being conducted which, aided unfortunately"
by much of apathy and ineptitude on the part of successive
French Governments, and supported unintentionally or inten-
tionally by one of the leading statesmen of France, went near
to wrecking the fortunes of the Eepublic. That this fateful
plot failed to achieve the full success which the Germans anti-
cipated from it is due to Clemenceau. Sordid monetary
sympathy with the enemy is difficult to forgive: Socialist

* Since the extreme pacifist and anti-nationalist section of Socialists
captured the French Socialist Party a body of the French Socialist Deputies
have constituted a group of their own in the Assembly. They number
in all forty-one and they have a well-edited and well-written daily journal,
La France Libre, which represents their views. Among their leading
members are the Citizens Varenne, De la Porte, Compere Morel, Albert
Thomas and others. They are thoroughly sound Socialists in all domestic
affairs, but they cannot accept the views of those who are now led by Jean
Longuet and Marcel Cachin on questions affecting the independence and
welfare of France as a nation. Theit opinions are, in fact, much the same
as those which have been so vigorously and successfully championed by the
National Socialist Party in Great Britain. It seems a pity that none of
their party have seen their way to accept the positions in the Cabinet
offered by M. Clemenceau. The results of the General Election in Great
Britain may give them encouragement to do ao.
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